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Beltway Report  
Pension Legislation – The conference committee continues to hammer away on reconciling 
pension overhaul legislation. In a letter this week to Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pension 
Committee Chairman Enzi (R-WY), NWA CEO Doug Steenland promised that his airline 
would not default its pensions onto the PBGC, so long as the final conference report took on 
language giving airlines time to catch up on their funding obligations. It is estimated that NWA’s 
pensions are underfunded by roughly $3.7 billion.  
Conferees have until April 15th to hammer out a bill, as that is the due date for pension payments 
for NWA and other airlines with defined benefit pensions.  
 

 

Wr ight Amendment Ð AMFA SWA members take notice… The decades-old Wright 
Amendment restricting flights originating at Dallas Love Field is facing what has been called its 
strongest opposition to date. Local government officials are working on a compromise, and have 
been given a soft target of June 1 to have an equitable agreement in place.  
Opponents of repealing the measure, including DFW Airport and American Airlines, have fought 
tooth and nail to keep Wright in place, citing SWA’s reluctance to commence full operations 
from D/FW. Southwest has countered that the business model so important to its success 
precludes it from entering into a full-fledged agreement to fly from DFW, citing longer runways 
and the overall size of the airport, on of the largest in the world.  
Two bills, S. 1424 and H.R. 2646, have been introduced to eliminate the Wright Amendment 
completely. In recent years, the rule has been relaxed so as to allow flights to Missouri form 
Dallas Love, leading legislators from across the country to attempt to enact similar measures for 
their respective states. 
 

  

HR 4582 ÒAircraft Repair  Station Secur ity Enhancement ActÓ Ð Please go to the 
AMFA National website to access information on this vital piece of legislation. The measure has 
picked up one more cosponsor, Thaddeus McCotter (R-MI ), in the House of Representatives. 
This can and will only be achieved through member participation. Please wri te your letter in 
support of HR 4582 and follow up with a phone call to your congressperson. The only way for this 
bill to really gain the momentum it needs is through a strong grassroots effort.  
 
 

 

 



DOT ÒActual ControlÓ &  Corresponding Legislation - The two bills (HR 4542 &  S 
2135) that have been introduced to halt the DOT’s proposed rule change for a year. The House 
bill, written by Jim Oberstar (D-MN) now has 163 cosponsors from both sides of the political 
aisle. The Senate bill, written by Daniel Inouye (D-HI), has but one cosponsor, Frank 
Lautenberg (D-NJ).  
Last week the House Appropriations Committee adopted language, which was subsequently 
attached to an emergency supplemental appropriations bill, placing a 120-day moratorium on the 
DOT’s proposed rule change. The steps taken by the Appropriations Committee are to be 
commended, but a one-year hold – as is the goal of H.R. 4542/S. 2135 – is what AMFA is really 
looking for. 
 

 

SEC Proposed Rule on Executive Pay & Corresponding Legislation - There has been 
legislation introduced (HR 4291), in support of the proposed rule change by the SEC, by Barney 
Frank (D-MA); this bill, as of March 9, has no companion in the Senate, but has gained 21 
cosponsors in the House of Representatives. The proposed rule change is open for public 
comment until April 10, and has garnered some responses already. 
The SEC’s proposed rule would make executive compensation more transparent. 
 
 

FAA Drug Testing Ð The Aeronautical Repair Station Association (ARSA), a conglomerate of 
650 repair stations, has filed a petition with the U.S. Court of Appeals in protest to a final ruling 
made by the FAA regarding drug testing. Although not directly a party to the case, AMFA has 
undertaken the process of filing an Amicus Curiae (“friend of the court”) brief outlining our 
position on the matter. 
 
 

National AMT Day Ð May 24, the birthday of Charles E. Taylor the first airline mechanic, is 
currently being proposed in the House of Representatives to be named “National AMT Day.” 
The designation of this day would be a great thing for the profession, and could serve as a day to 
annually meet AMT’s from literally everywhere and from every walk of life. Call your 
congressperson to ask the to support May 24 being designated as “National AMT Day.” 
Congressman Dan Lungren (R-CA) has been instrumental in trying to make AMT Day a 
reality.  
 

If anyone has any questions or concerns please call or email the AMFA Legislative office. 
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